
 

 
LONDON BOROUGH OF BRENT 

 
MINUTES OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE 

Wednesday 2 May 2012 at 2.00 pm 
 
 

PRESENT:  John Mann (Independent, in the Chair) and Councillors Beck, Colwill and 
Gladbaum 

 
 

Apologies for absence were received from: Angela Ruotolo and Sola Afuape 
 
 

1. Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests  
 
None. 
 

2. Allegation of a breach of the Code of Conduct  
 
The committee met to consider allegations against Councillor Ann John (Leader of 
the Labour Group) made by Councillor Lorber (Leader of the Liberal Democrat 
Group). Members had before them the covering report and supplementary report 
which outlined the allegations. Attached to the supplementary report was a report 
by an independent investigator. 
  
Members considered whether the proceedings of the committee should be held in 
public. As a preliminary matter the Monitoring Officer (who is the Director of Legal 
and Procurement) told the members of the committee that she had received a 
request from a person involved in the investigation that the matter be adjourned. 
The Monitoring Officer advised that on the representations made, adjournment was 
not appropriate, and members agree to proceed. 
  
The Monitoring Officer reminded the committee of the guidance from Standards for 
England relating to the conduct of the meeting, namely that in most cases the public 
interest of transparency and openness would not be outweighed by the public 
interest in maintaining confidentiality. The Monitoring Officer advised members that 
in this case Councillor John had requested that the committee be in public and that 
this case was already in the public domain and had been in the press. Members 
considered the facts of this case and the guidance and concluded there were 
matters contained in the Investigator’s Report which should be discussed in private 
and that the public interest in doing so outweighed the public interest in holding the 
meeting publically. 
  
Members considered the reports of the Monitoring Officer and the Investigator’s 
report. Members accepted, based on the evidence submitted by the Monitoring 
Officer, that there has been no failure to comply with the Code of Conduct on the 
part of Councillor Ann John. 
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RESOLVED:- 
 
(i) that the public interest in holding the meeting in private outweighs the public 

interest in having the meeting in public and that the meeting should be held 
in private; 

  
(ii) that it be accepted, based on the evidence submitted by the Monitoring 

Officer, that there has been no failure to comply with the Code of Conduct on 
the part of Councillor Ann John; 

  
(iii) that the report of the Investigator and the committee reports be made public. 
 

3. Sub-Committee membership changes  
 
None made. 
 

4. Any Other Urgent Business  
 
None. 
 

 
 
The meeting closed at 4.30 pm 
 
 
 
JOHN MANN 
In the Chair 
 


